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issue articulate sounds, if he had no auditory or other sense-recep-
tors and no connections between the two sets of apparatus, it would
be a sheer waste of time to try to teach him to converse. He is born
short in that respect, and education must accept the limitation. But
if he has this native equipment, its possession in no way guarantees
that he will ever talk any language or what language he will talk.
The environment in which his activities occur and by which they
are carried into execution settles these things. If he lived in a dumb
unsocial environment where men refused to talk to one another and
used only that minimum of gestures without which they could not
get along, vocal language would be as unachieved by him as if he
had no vocal organs. If the sounds which he makes occur in a
medium of persons speaking the Chinese language, the activities
which make like sounds will be selected and coordinated. This il-
lustration may be applied to the entire range of the educabilily of
any individual. It places the heritage from the past in its right con-
nection with the demands and opportunities of the present.
(2) The theory that the proper subject matter of instruction is
found in the culture-products of past ages (either in general, or
more specifically in the particular literatures which were produced
in the culture epoch which is supposed to correspond with the stage
of development of those taught) affords another instance of that
divorce between the process and product of growth which has been
crilicixed. To keep the process alive, to keep it alive in ways which
make it easier to keep it alive in the future, is the function of educa-
tional subject matter. But an individual can live only in the present.
The? present is not just something which comes after the past; much
less something produced by it. It is what life is in leaving the past
behind it, The study of past products will not help us understand
the present, because the present is not due to the products, but to the
life of which they were the products. A knowledge of the past and
its heritage is of great significance when it enters into the present,
but not otherwise. And the mistake of making the records and re-
mains of the past the main material of education is that it cuts the
vital connection of present and past, and tends to make the past a
rival of the present and the present a more or less futile imitation of
the past Under such circumstances, culture becomes an ornament
and solace; a refuge and an asylum. Men escape from the crudities